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Lightning
Sensor
inaugurated

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
VISAEHAPATHAM

Worldwide Lightning Sen-
sor Blitzortung was inaugu-
rated by Andhra University
Vice-Chancellor G. Nages-
wara Rao at the Depart-
ment of Meteorology and
Oceanography on
Thurzday.

The Instrument detects
the occurrence of lightning
up to a radial extent of
5,500 km. The programins
was initiated under an
Mol between the depart-
ment and the Disaster Pre-
vention Research Institute
(DPRD), Kyoto University,
] :
ap’me Blitzortung sensor,
which ks the first of its kind
in india, is installed by a
group of scientists from Ja-
pan - Prof Hirohiko Ishika-
wa, Head Severe Storms Di-
vision, DPRI, and Prof.
Tomomi Narita, Shohan In-
stitute of Technolegy, To-
loyo University.
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Lightning sensor inaugurated in AU dept

EXPRESS BEWS SERVICE @Visaktapatnam

THE first of its kind lightning sensor
Blitzortung which can detect the oceur-
rence of lightning was inanguarated at
the department of Meteorology and
Oceanography of Andhra University
by vice-chancellor G Nageswara Rao
here on Thursday The programme has
been initiated under the Mol between
department of Meteorology and Ocean-
ography and Disaster Prevention Re-
search Institute (DPRI), Kvoto Univer-

sity Japan. The equipment was brought
by the professors from Japan and was
installed by a group of scientisis Hiro-
hiko Ishikawa, head, Severe Storms
Division of DPRI, and Tomomi Narita
of Shonan Institute of Technology of
Tokyo University.

Through this sensor, it can record
the real time data of lightning up to a
radial extent of 5,500 km. By having big
data base, this can be used to study cli-
mate changes, Whatever data is record-
ed Is updated in Worldwide Lightning

Network. “While we use the data for
research studies, there are chances to
predict weather conditions by the Cy-
clone Warning Centre, which can pre-
vent deaths due toligtning,” said SSVS
Ramalkrishna, the AU professor at the
Meteorology and Oceanography ,
department.

While the equipment costs approxi-

mately 500 dollars, it is said to be the+

second one installed by the scientists
of the DPRI in the AU, after the one in-
stalled in Dhaka recenfly
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After Meghalaya, Vizag
gets lightning sensor

Times News NeTwonrk ter prevention research insti-

| tute (DPRI), Kyoto University,
Visakhapatnam:  Andhra  Japan. TheBlitzortungsensor,
University  vicechancellor  whichisafirstof itskindinIn-
Professor G NageswaraRaoin-  dia, hasbeeninstalled byagro-
augurated the ‘Worldwide up of scientists from Japan —
Lightning Sensor Blitzortung’ Prof Hirohiko Ishikawa, the
at the meteorology depart- headof severestormsdivision
ment of the university on (DPRI)and Proessor Tomomi

Thursday:

Prof SSVS Ramakrishna
said the Blitzortung sensor de-
tects lightnings up to a radius
of 5,500km.
en initiated after an memoran-
dumof understandingwassig-
ned between AU and the disas-

Narita, Shonan Institute of
Technology, Tokyo Universi-
ty” said Prof Ramakrishna.
Thesensor would belinked
to the worldwide lighining net-
work. Such sensors were re-
cently established in Meghala-
yaandnow ithasbeensetupin
Visakhapatnam.



